
	
Minutes of the parish council meeting held on
Tuesday 12th November 2024 at 7.00pm at 
Bradley Village Hall, Church Lane, Bradley ST18 9DY

Attendees
Cllr P Oxley (Chairman)		Cllr M Rossi (Vice Chairman)		Cllr M Newman
Cllr R Turner				Cllr L Phillips 				Cllr T Luck
Cllr M Yarwood			Clerk – Nikola Evans			
Cllr M Winnington – SCC		2 x MOP
	1
	Declaration of Interests on agenda items 
None received

	2
	To receive Apologies 
None all councillors attended

	3
	Minutes of the last meeting – 10th September 2024
Proposed Cllr M Yarwood, 2nd Cllr M Rossi – accepted as a true record by all

	4
	To adjourn parish council meeting to allow for public participation 
a) Public participation - Members of the public are invited to address the Council on any issue over which it has power for up to 5 minutes each, with the item lasting a maximum of 20 minutes.

Members of the public (MOP) asked if the parish council would be able to support them in anyway, to save the Red Lion public house from being sold off and redeveloped into housing. MOP advised there is a meeting scheduled for 22nd November 2024 @ Bradley Village Hall to discuss options of purchasing the pub as a community. Stafford Borough Council are unable to offer any advice, other than, submitting a bid to save it. The parish council clerk provided some suggestions for funding, and the parish council were all in favour of providing the following statement;

“Bradley Parish Council wishes to express its strong support for the continued operation of The Red Lion as a public house in our village. We believe that The Red Lion is a valuable community asset, playing an essential role in the social and economic life of our village.

The pub serves as a focal point for community interaction, a space where residents gather, share news, and foster a sense of belonging. It also attracts visitors, which benefits other local businesses and enhances the village’s overall appeal.

We are committed to preserving our community's heritage and well-being, and we believe that maintaining The Red Lion as a public house aligns with these values. We encourage all relevant stakeholders and authorities to support this effort to keep this cherished venue open for the enjoyment and benefit of current and future residents.”
 
b) Stafford Borough Councillor – Cllr J Rose did not attend; however, he is happy to receive any reports that may need attention.

c) Staffordshire County Councillor – Cllr Winnington commented on the following:

Traffic survey in Holly Lane – An Automatic radar-based speed survey was carried out on the 9th September – 19th September 2024 and was set up on Holly Lane.
 
· Average (mean) speed Northbound over 7 days – 22.0 mph
· Average (mean) speed Southbound over 7 days – 23.1 mph
· 85th percentile* speed Northbound over 7 days – 26.5 mph
· 85th percentile* speed Southbound over 7 days – 28.3 mph
 
The data shows there was 14 HGVs over a 24hr period, as well as a total of 56 LGV's over a 24hr period.
 
Staffordshire County Council’s Community Highways Manger advised, the information provided on the survey, indicates current traffic behaviour, and shows traffic is compliant with the current posted speed limit.

Cllr Winnington said, Bradley is a farming community, and whilst there is frustration with HGV’s and LGV’s travelling through the village, there is no solution to this issue, other than, installing more advisory signs. Cllr Winnington will speak with highways to see of there is any more signage that can be installed. Cllr Newman suggested making contact with satellite navigation providers to change their algorithm to detour vehicle users from traveling through the village. 

Potholes – It was reported to Cllr Winnington that there are a number of potholes which have been inspected, however they have been left to deteriorate further. Cllr Winnington will look into this. 


	5
	Matters arising from previous minutes
a) Planters, Bradley Lane – Update from TSL Home & Garden Services – TSL Home & Garden services reported the planter was due to arrive by the end of w/c 11.11.24 and will be installed shortly.
b) Dog waste dispensers – These have been installed around the village and seem to be being used. 
c) Affordable Rural Housing meeting reminder – 21st November from 7pm @ Bradley Village Hall.

	6
	[bookmark: _Hlk144719060]To receive report on outstanding planning applications
	Application Number
	Site Address
	Proposed Development
	Action

	24/38563/FUL
	Eaton Brook Farm
Woollaston Lane
Church Eaton
	Conversion of an agricultural barn to a residential unit including the alteration and upgrade of fabric to accommodate new windows & doors and the construction of new garage entrance gates and boundary walls and associated patio, outdoor kitchen and amenity spaces.
	Awaiting decision

	24/39280/ANX
	The Grove
Wells Lane
Bradley
ST18 9EE
	Conversion of outbuilding to granny annexe with accessible wet room.
	Awaiting decision

	24/38841/FUL
	Land Opposite Greenhouse Mitton Road Bradley Stafford Staffordshire
	Change of use of land for the re-siting of approved self-storage containers to be used by enterprise on site and private business uses, addition of solar panels and new access
	Awaiting decision





	7
	Consideration of new planning applications
a) 24/39639/FUL – Land at Forge Rise Bradley. Described as conversion of detached garage to residential dwelling. – Cllr Rossi to give report. – No objections received
b) 24/39864/PAR – Barn at New Buildings Farm, Woollaston Lane, Church Eaton – Change of use from agricultural barn to dwelling. – No objections received. 

	8
	To receive reports on any new footpath, village maintenance or highways issues
a) Old Fosters site, still creating environmental issues. Clerk advised village residents need to submit individual reports to the environmental team at Stafford Borough Council, without these they cannot form a picture of the issues, they will not accept a blanket submission from the parish council. If any residents want them to investigate a problem please complete the online form, email them at ehtechsupport@staffordbc.gov.uk or phone 01785 619402. 
b) Old Fosters site – The protruding wall onto highways is still there, clerk to chase claims team for an update. 

	9
	Finance – RFO 
a) Payment approval – Finance report circulated at the meeting. - APPROVED
[image: ]
b) Budget summary – Finance report circulated at the meeting. - APPROVED
c) Bank reconciliation – Finance report circulated at the meeting. - APPROVED
d) To receive Draft Budget for 2025/26 - APPROVED
e) To receive calculations for 2025/26 precept – It was RESOLEVD by all council members not to increase the precept for 2025/26. amount to be paid to the parish is £15,070 which includes a government grant of £402.69, resulting in a percentage change to last year being 0%.
f) To appoint internal auditor for 2024/25 and consider accepting a Long-Term Agreement (LTA) for 3 years ending after 2027/28 @ £105 + VAT + Mileage. – RESOLVED by all to accept LTA, and appoint Black Rose Solutions as the internal auditor.

	10
	To receive and discuss report from meeting with The Bradley Trust regarding the lease on the play area.

It was reported The Bradley Trust want to take back responsibility of the play area, they intend redevelop and make it a better space for everyone to enjoy. RESOLVED, all in favour of relinquishing responsibility. Clerk request a handover date from The Bradley Trust.  

	11
	Councillor Information and items for the next Agenda
Cllrs are invited to give reports on parish issues which do not require a resolution.

a) Local government schemes to support the residents to buy the Red Lion. – Discussed in item 4a.
b) Consultation on re-introduction of remote meetings and proxy voting. – The parish council were in favour of remote meetings with the understanding its only for exceptional circumstances, clerk to complete survey and submit. 

	12
	To consider purchasing dog mess scoops for the village.

Concerns raised for scoops going missing, RESOLVED to reject proposal, all in favour. 

	13
	To agree date of next meeting – 
· 14th January 2025, from 7pm at Bradley Village Hall

	14
	Meeting Closed 20:05pm
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image1.png
Payments made & to be made since last meeting in September 2024

Ref |Minute |Payment
Reason PAYEE Income Sub total VAT Total No. |Ref Approval
JWH - Grass
Play Area cutting £140.00) £140.00] 90|
Village
Maintenance [Amazon £217.56) £217.56] 91
Clerk Salary Clerk - Salary £190.59 £190.59] 92
Office Expenses Microsoft £4.10| £0.82 £4.92] 93
Precept SBC 7356.51 £0.00] 94
Concurrent SBC 206.5 £0.00] 95
Support Grant SBC _|SBC 173.49 £0.00] 96
Clerk Salary HMRC - PAYE £142.20 £142.20, 97|
Clerk Salary Clerk - Salary £260.35 £260.35| 98
JWH - Grass
Play Area cutting £65.00) £65.00 99
Office Expenses Clerk - Office Exp £14.39 £14.39| 100
Office Expenses __|Microsoft £4.10] £0.82 £4.92] 101
Total £1,039.93
less payments already made £1,039.93
Total left to pay £0.00





